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Asmost of you are aware, the Alderley Edge Festival ofMusic,Speech&Dramawas cancelled for both
2020 and 2021 due to the covid pandemic.But the committee has beenworking hard to deliver a long-awaited
return that promises to be better than ever.

The theme for next year’s Festival will be Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, with a new logo and
several new classes including: non-competitive choral and instrumental classes; Slam poetry classes; and an open
class where performers of any age are invited to give an after dinner speech which honours our longest serving
monarch.

Newly elected Chairman, Amanda Brabban-Brown said: “Having been started over 100 years ago,making it
one of the oldest Festivals in the country, it was a very difficult decision to cancel not just once, but twice. Thousands of
participants come to the village everyMay to take part in one ormore of over 140music and drama classes andwe
know they havemissed performing asmuch aswe havemissed hosting them."

“At our recent Annual GeneralMeetingwewelcomed several new committeemembers onboard andwe are all
very excited to launch our Syllabus for next year’s Festival,whichwill be held from 4th-7thMay in various venues
around the village.The Festival has classes for all ages; there are classes for solo singers, choirs, instrumentalists, actors,
public-speaking,performance poets andmore! Every performer receives awritten appraisal from one of our
professional adjudicators who are all experts in their fields. It truly is a joyful occasion; giving children and adults the
opportunity to perform in front of a live audience can be a transformative experience in terms of their self-confidence."

“Of course, to run a Festival of this size (which regularly attracts over 2000 individual performers) requires a
great deal of help from our army of volunteer stewards." If you could spare a morning, afternoon or evening during
Festival week to help us run this event please contact our Stewards Co-ordinator,Alison Lees at
alisonlees@alderleyedgefestival.com

For more information and to view the Syllabus please see alderleyedgefestival.com

With the arrival ofwinter, likemany gardeners, our Alderley Edge in Bloom
garden volunteers have come to the end of a busy year and are now
planning forwork in 2022.

Autumnhas been a busy time aswe change over displays and prepare and
protect our beds and allotment for thewinter. Volunteers finally replanted all the displays and removed all the lampposts displays in the
village. Many of these plantswill be overwinteredwith the hope that in Spring theywill once again comeback to life and bloom for us
during the summer.

Overwintering is not just good horticultural practice but good environmentally and 2022will be a yearwhere theRoyal Horticultural
Society place evenmore importance on the environmental impact of our gardening habits.We are all aware of the need to replace peat
with viable alternatives but theRHS is going further by encouraging voluntary groups such as ours to plant sustainably by focusing on
perennials and native species; by reducing the use of artificial fertilizers, herbicides and insecticides; by planting locally sourced
summer bedding; by planting thatwill reducewater consumption and by planting that is attractive to insects andwildlife.

We are pleased to say that Alderley Edge in Bloomhave already embraced these changes and have done so for a number of years.Much
of our planting is nowchosen for its attraction towildlife. For a number of years, we have been planting perennials around the village and
our planting schemes always take into account the challenges of regularwatering.

We have been testing for awhile now the best substitutes for peat and have hadmixed results.Wewould be happy to hear fromanyone
who has had positive results from themany peat substitutes nowavailable. Wewould also like to hear fromany residentswhowould
like to join uswhenwe restartwork in Spring 2022.

And finally, a very big thank you to thoseAlderley Edge companies and residentswho support uswith regular donations throughout the
year.Without such supportwe could not continue to enhance our village environment.





C NCERTS
January 2022 heralds the start of a series ofMorning Coffee Concerts at Alderley EdgeMethodist Church.

Held on the third Wednesday of the month, from January to March, the series will feature musicians from the
Royal Northern College of Music, and we look forward to the exceptional standard of performance
we have come to expect from these talented students.

Coffee is served from 10.15 am and the recital begins at 11.00 am on 19th January, 16th February and 16th March.

Admission £10 to include refreshments. www.alderleyedgemethodistchurch.com

As you are well aware we have issues all around our village with blocked grids!
When we’ve had heavy rainfall many of our roads flood, and yes this is down to the grids not being
maintained properly and you may be reading this and thinking to yourself “ well that’s what we pay our
council tax for!”

Unfortunately, due to funding from government, things like this aren’t realistically going to get
sorted anytime soon! So let’s help each other out as a community and, if you have a grid near your
property that is running free, could you keep an eye on it? Keep it clear of leaves etc?

Also, leaf blowers! Yes a great invention but so is the green bin! Please, if you have a leaf blower,
or your gardener has one, please can you not blow the leaves into the highway! The way things are

going on some roads, we'll no longer have any free flowing grids.

underthespire

By Karen Robinson

During the pandemic, within our community we have lost a number of
people to Cancer and also a number of people have been diagnosed with some form of Cancer. We held our annual
Macmillan coffee morning in August along with a sponsored Brave the Shave event, all monies raised going to

Macmillian. I would like to thank all those who donated towards the £2373.00 total.
Whatever I can do to help the fight against Cancer!
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Having lived inAlderleyEdge foroveralmost 12yearsnow (yes I’m justa
newcomer!) Ihaveseenhowour localbusinesseshavechanged,adaptedand insome
cases, sadly, fadedaway.AlderleyEdge isauniqueandthrivingplaceto live, that isgenerally
centredaroundtheLondonRdretailersandnighttimeeconomy,butwhich in reality,hasso
muchmoretooffer than justgreatplaces toshop,eatanddrink.

Sincewecameoutof thedreaded lockdownithasbeenrefreshingtoseesomany
of thesetraders reopenwithnewideas,adaptingtothenewwayorworkingandtoalsosee
arenewedsenseofcommunity fromtheresidents in terms isofgivingthemsupport. Like
manypeople in thevillage, I spentmy“walkingtime”actuallywanderingaroundand
findingnewplaces Ihadnotseenbeforeorevenknewexisted. I cameacrossofficesand
units that Ihadbeenpastnumeroustimesbuthadnot really takennoticeofwhat they
offeredorwhotheywereand Ihavebeensurprised justhowmuchmorethevillagehas to
offeroverandabovetheobvious.

During lockdownIwasalsogiventheopportunity to “renew”mybutcheringskills
(aftera30yrhiatus!) andworkwiththeteaminourvillagebutchers. Thismeant Imetand
spoketosomanypeoplewhoowna localbusiness,usea localbusinessorwhoaremore
usedtousingservices fromoutsideAlderleyEdge.So it struckmethatweneedtobenot
just tellingtherestof theworldwhatwehavetooffer,butperhapsweneedtoalso

introduceor remindus locals thatAlderleyEdgeactuallyhasagreat
economythatweneedto fallback in lovewith.

So Ihavebeengiventheopportunityover thenext fewissues to
spotlightand introduceyou, tosomeof theserviceswehavehereon
thedoorstep.Accountants,Solicitors,Designers,HomeBased
Businesses,Beauty,Salons,Medical,EstateAgents tonamejusta few,

plusofcourseour retailers,barsandrestaurants.

AsChristmasapproaches it’sagreat timetomakea
consciouseffort to thinkabouthowwecansupportall
these local independentsandtocontinuetherenewed
interest inshopping localandusing local servicesand
helpkeepour localeconomythrivingandmovingforward.

FALLBACKINLOVE
WITHOURLOCALBUSINESSES

byVinceFogharty
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Sometimes it isn't obviouswhich council to contact.We are always happy to help and here is a guide

CommunityGrants

LocalvoiceonPlanning
&Development

VillageLengthsman

Allotments

FloralPlanters

VillagecentreCCTVFunding

ChristmasLights&Events

CitizensAdviceFunding

NeighbourhoodPlan
Implementation

01625585503
www.alderleyedge-pc.gov.uk

CouncilTax

Planning&Development

Bins&Recycling,StreetCleaning
&LitterBins

Roads,Transport&Parking

StreetTrading/Busking

SocialCare&Health

Births,Deaths&Marriages

Schools

CommunitySafety&Wardens

ElectoralServices

CouncilHousing

Libraries

BusinessRates

03001235500
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk



12


